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 The 14th BRICS Summit, which concluded on June 24, revealed much about the grouping of five 

emerging nations. That this bloc of five disparate countries has not only made it to its 14th summit, but 

has been able to demonstrate some concrete, albeit modest, outcomes of cooperation, such as the 

emergence of the New Development Bank (NDB), suggests there remains a strong convergence of 

interests amid undeniable differences. Indeed, ever since the first summit in Yekaterinburg in 2009, 

BRICS has had more than its fair share of naysayers, particularly in the West, and has been derided as a 

talk shop. In his address to the summit on June 23, which was hosted by China this year and held 

virtually, Prime Minister Narendra Modi described the binding glue as “a similar approach to global 

governance”. That approach, according to the lengthy joint Beijing Declaration that followed, was 

premised on “making instruments of global governance more inclusive, representative and 

participatory”. 

That is certainly a laudable goal. However, the NDB, which has since its launch in 2015 funded 

around $30 billion worth of projects in emerging nations, still remains for the grouping an isolated 

example of their common interests translating into tangible outcomes. That points to another summit 

take-away: despite a tall agenda, the bloc remains constrained by differences. For instance, on two key 

issues for the grouping — UN reforms and terrorism — members India and China have found themselves 

on opposing sides of the debate. India and Brazil have made common cause on pushing for an expanded 

UN Security Council, yet China has suggested it is not in favour of a permanent seat for India. On 

terrorism, the recent blocking by China of an attempt by India to sanction the LeT terrorist, Abdul 

Rehman Makki, at the UNSC sanctions committee, served as a reminder of contrasting approaches. 

Indeed, those two different approaches found mention in the Beijing Declaration, which acknowledged 

both India’s concerns on a lack of transparency at the sanctions committee and Chinese claims, 

seemingly driven by the desire to shield Pakistan, that these cases amounted to “politicisation”. On 

Ukraine, the bloc affirmed a commitment to respect sovereignty, despite Russia’s actions, and stopped 

short of condemning NATO, as Russia and China have done, reflecting different views within BRICS. 

These differences certainly cast doubt on the bloc’s loftier goals of reorienting the global order. They do 

not, however, suggest that the BRICS countries cannot cooperate on issues where interests align, 

whether in financing projects, as the NDB has done, working on climate change, as India and China have 

continued to do despite the LAC crisis, or even on space cooperation, where the five countries have 

agreed to create a joint constellation of remote sensing satellites. 

 

 BRICS countries (plural noun) – the acronym 

coined to associate five major emerging 

national economies: Brazil, Russia, India, 

China, and South Africa. The BRICS members 

are known for their significant influence on 

regional affairs. 

 summit (noun) – meeting, conference, 

conclave. 

 bloc (noun) – alliance, association, coalition, 

union, body, group. 

 disparate (adjective) – contrasting, different, 

differing, dissimilar. 

 make it to (phrase) –  to come at some 

event/location successfully or on time. 

 concrete (verb) – definite, specific, firm, 

conclusive, definitive. 

 albeit (conjunction) – though, even though, 

however. 

 modest (adjective) – moderate, fair, tolerable, 

passable, adequate, satisfactory, acceptable. 

 New Development Bank (NDB) (noun) – The 

New Development Bank (NDB) aims to 

mobilize resources for development projects in 

BRICS, emerging economies and developing 

countries. 

 convergence (noun) – coming together, 

confluence, union. 

 amid (preposition) – in the middle of, 

surrounded by; during. 

 undeniable (adjective) – indisputable, 

unquestionable, beyond doubt/question, 

inarguable, undebatable, unassailable. 
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 difference (noun) – dissimilarity, 

disagreement, difference of opinion, quarrel, 

disputation. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 naysayer (noun) – a person who always denies 

or opposes something. 

 the West (noun) – The Western 

world/civilization consisting of the majority of 

Europe & the North America. 

 deride (verb) – ridicule, mock, laugh at, insult, 

denigrate, distain. 

 talk shop (noun) – a place where discussion on 

work/job is the main activity, with no decisions 

or actions necessarily arising from the 

discussion. 

 address (noun) – speech, talk, discourse, 

oration. 

 host (verb) – present, conduct, organize, 

arrange. 

 virtually (adverb) – in a way of performing a 

task with the use of computer, especially over 

a network. 

 binding (adjective) – irrevocable, unalterable, 

unbreakable, indissoluble, permanent 

 glue (noun) – adhesive/ joining substance. 

 binding glue (noun) – anything that binds or 

fastens. 

 Beijing Declaration (noun) – The Beijing 

declaration of the 14th Summit of BRICS, June 

23, 2022, Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 

Africa, said, “We commit to respect 

sovereignty, territorial integrity of all states, 

stress our commitment to peaceful resolution 

of differences and disputes.” 

 premise (verb) – base, be dependent, 

establish, found. 

 instrument (noun) – apparatus, mechanism, 

means, medium, vehicle. 

 inclusive (adjective) – all-inclusive, 

comprehensive, in toto; including all the 

groups involved in something. 

 representative (adjective) – (of a body) 

consisting of people selected to act and speak 

on behalf of a larger group. 

 participatory (adjective) – involving by 

participation. 

 certainly (adverb) – surely, definitely, 

unquestionably. 

 laudable (adjective) – praiseworthy, 

commendable, admirable, excellent. 

 isolated  (adjective) – unique, solitary, lone. 

 translate (verb) – change, convert, transform. 

 tangible (adjective) – real, actual, solid, 

concrete, substantial, well defined. 

 point to (phrasal verb) – indicate, suggest, 

signal, signify, denote, reveal. 

 take-away (noun) – a key point/idea/fact. 

 tall (adjective) – demanding, exacting, difficult. 

 constrain (verb) – restrict, limit, restrain, 

regulate. 

 for instance (phrase) – for example. 

 find oneself (verb) – discover 

himself/hershelf/itself to be in a particular 

situation. 

 in favour of (phrase) – in support of, to the 

advantage of, approving of. 

 sanction (verb) –punish. 

 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order 

given to force a country to obey international 

laws by limiting or stopping trade with that 

country, by not allowing economic aid for that 

country, etc (Courtesy: VOA Learning English).  

 contrasting (adjective) – different, dissimilar, 

differential. 

 acknowledge (verb) – accept, recognize, 

realize. 

 lack (noun) – absence, unavailability, non-

existence.  

 transparency (noun) – clarity, 

straightforwardness, openness, honesty, 

unambiguity. 

 seemingly (adverb) – obviously, palpably, 

apparently. 

 drive (verb) – force, prompt, pressurize, urge. 

 shield (verb) – protect, safeguard, cover, 

defend, guard. 

 amount to (verb) – be equal to, be equivalent 

to, be tantamount to, represent. 

 politicisation (noun) – a 

state/condition/situation of something which 

is influenced/controlled by politics. 

 affirm (verb) – state, assert, proclaim, 

pronounce. 
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 sovereignty (noun) – autonomy, 

independence, self-government, self-rule. 

 short of (phrase) – apart from, other than, 

besides, except, excluding. 

 condemn (verb) – censure, criticize, castigate, 

attack, denounce. 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, display, 

demonstrate, represent, exhibit. 

 cast doubt on (phrase) – to make (something) 

appear unlikely. 

 loftier comparative adjective of lofty 

(adjective) – tall, high, imposing, magnificent. 

 reorient (verb) – change the focus on. 

 world/international/global order (noun) – the 

arrangement of power and authority that 

provides the system for the conduct of 

diplomacy and world politics in relation to the 

entire world. 

 constellation (noun) – similar people or things. 

 remote sensing (noun) – the acquiring of 

information from a distance;  the process of 

detecting and monitoring the physical 

characteristics of an area by measuring its 

reflected and emitted radiation at a distance 

(typically from satellite or aircraft).  

************************************************************************************* 

 

A pre-dawn court order may have granted temporary relief to AIADMK coordinator O. 

Panneerselvam from being stripped of his part in the party’s joint leadership, but it is doubtful if his 

isolation can be prevented for long. It may only be a matter of time before the 50-year-old party comes 

under the full control of co-cordinator and Mr. Panneerselvam’s partner-turned-rival Edappadi K. 

Palaniswami. What has divided them now is possibly that Mr. Palaniswami seems to have greater 

support among legislators and district secretaries, and his camp has begun to feel that Mr. 

Panneerselvam is enjoying disproportionate clout in the party’s affairs. At a General Council (GC) 

meeting on Thursday, it was expected that the party’s by-laws would be changed to abolish the current 

‘dual leadership’ (coordinators), and restore the post of general secretary as the sole seat of power. An 

attempt to obtain a restraining order against the meeting failed before a single judge, but the 

Panneerselvam camp managed to get the Chief Justice’s permission to move a midnight appeal before a 

Bench. Passing orders at around 4.30 a.m., the Bench restrained the GC from making any decision other 

than upon the 23 items on the agenda that had the approval of both coordinators. That they had agreed 

on a set of resolutions was used to make a prima facie case for an interim order against any other 

decision being made, scuttling plans for an impromptu discussion or decision on the leadership 

question. 

A question arises over the need for the eleventh-hour judicial intervention. Any likely prejudice 

could always have been subsequently remedied if it truly went against the party majority view. It is 

doubtful whether a leader can seek a restraint on a majority-backed decision by which he would be 

possibly aggrieved. Even though a dual leadership system is in place, it is difficult to contend that 

nothing that lacks the approval of both leaders can be decided by the party’s apex decision-making 

body. After all, it was this body that abolished the general secretary’s post in 2017 and created the posts 

of two coordinators. It had also changed the ‘unamendable’ rule that the general secretary should be 

elected by all the primary members. In 2021, the party’s executive committee again amended the by-

laws to the effect that the primary members would now elect the two coordinators jointly by a single 

vote. Mr. Panneerselvam and Mr. Palaniswami were jointly elected in a subsequent election. One of the 

resolutions ultimately not taken up at the GC meeting was to ratify this decision. The effect of non-

ratification on the party’s affairs remains to be seen, but it is clear that Mr. Panneerselvam’s options are 

limited to either playing a subordinate role or striking it out on his own. 

 

 have one too many (phrase) – reach a tipping 

point; overwhelm; drink too much alcohol.  

 tussle (noun) – scuffle, fight, struggle, skirmish, 

clash, quarrel, squabble, contention. 
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 marginalisation (noun) – an act of making 

something as insignificant/unimportant. 

 pre-dawn (adjective) – taking place before 

dawn (early morning). 

 strip of (verb) – deprive of, deny, remove, 

dispossess, take away from (a power/position). 

 isolation (noun) – separation, loneliness, 

aloneness. 

 it is only a matter of time (phrase) – if you say 

that something is just a matter of time, you 

mean that it is certain to occur at some time in 

the future. 

 come under (phrasal verb) – be subject to (an 

authority). 

 legislator (noun) – a member of a legislature 

(parliament/legislative assembly); lawmaker, 

representative. 

 disproportionate (adjective) – inordinate, 

immoderate, excessive. 

 clout (noun) – influence, power, weight, sway, 

leverage. 

 affairs (noun) – concerns, matters, activities. 

 bye-law/by-law (noun) – regulation, statute, 

enactment, act (by a local authority). 

 restraining order (noun) – prohibition, 

ban/bar; a preliminary order to ban someone 

doing a particular action. 

 bench (noun) – a court of law with a number 

of judges. 

 restrain (verb) – limit, restrict, control, contain, 

curb 

 resolution (noun) – solution, settlement. 

 prima facie (adverb/adjective) – something 

(first impression) considered as right until 

proved. 

 interim (adjective) – provisional, temporary, 

short-term. 

 scuttle (verb) –  hurry, hasten, make haste, 

rush, run. 

 impromptu (adjective) – unprepared, 

unscripted, unplanned. 

 eleventh-hour (adjective) – last-minute, last-

ditch, final,  the last moment; almost too late. 

 intervention (noun) – the process of 

intervening in something; involvement, 

interference.; mediation, mediatorship, 

arbitration, conciliation, peacemaking. 

 prejudice (noun) – bigotry, bias, partiality, one-

sidedness, unfairness, inequality. 

 subsequently (adverb) – afterwards, later on, 

in due course. 

 remedy (noun) – solution, answer, 

antidote/panacea. 

 go against (phrasal verb) – oppose, resist, be 

contrary to someting. 

 seek (verb) – request, ask for, appeal for. 

 restraint (noun) – restriction, limitation, 

control, curtailment. 

 aggrieved (adjective) – disgruntled, 

dissatisfied, unhappy, upset, annoyed, 

disappointed. 

 in place (phrase) – established, arranged, in 

order. 

 contend (verb) – claim, assert, declare, state, 

argue, charge. 

 lack (verb) – be in need of, need, require, 

want. 

 unamendable (adjective) – not capable of 

being amended or corrected. 

 effect (verb) – carry out, bring/carry off, 

conduct,  perform, do discharge. 

 subsequent (adjective) – following, ensuing, 

succeeding, successive. 

 ultimately (adverb) – finally, eventually, in the 

end. 

 take up (phrasal verb) – accept, say yes to, 

agree to, accede to, adopt. 

 ratify (verb) – confirm, approve, sanction, 

endorse, agree to, accept, uphold, authorize, 

validate, recognize. 

 non-ratification (noun) – non-confirmation, 

non-approval non-endorsement, non-

acceptance. 

 play a role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 subordinate (adjective) – secondary, 

subsidiary, of little importance. 

 strike out (phrasal verb) – be unsuccessful, fail; 

dismiss. 

 on one’s own (phrase) – unaided, unassisted, 

without help, without assistance, by oneself, 

all alone.  
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